
1 
 

      | Report Compiled by:  Culture Division/Ministry of Culture & Tourism: Solomon Islands ©2019 

        Solomon Islands Government 

           Ministry of Culture & Tourism 

         CULTURE DIVISION 

    P.O Box G20, 

    Honiara. 

 
 

Report on the Press Conference for the; 

 

“Official Announcement of the Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the 

Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003 by the Solomon Islands”. 

 

Held at the National Arts Gallery on Friday 22nd February 2019 

 

 

 
Center-Left: Mr. Andrew Nihopara (Permanent Secretary/MCT) 
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Introduction  

 

The Press Conference was organized by the Culture Division of the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism purposely to officially announce the Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the 

safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003. For the Press Conference, the mainstream 

media was invited to cover the Press, which all have turned up including; Solomon Islands 

Broadcasting Corporation (SIBC), Island Sun Newspaper, Solomon Star Newspaper and Local 

Television (LTV). The UNESCO National Commission (SI) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and External Trade including other stakeholders such as the Solomon Islands Artists Association 

were also invited for the Press Conference. The Culture Division also engaged a caterer which 

they have provided a light refreshment after the Press Conference. 

The Press Conference then, was successfully held at the National Arts Gallery at 2:00 pm on the 

22nd of February 2019.  

During the Press Conference, the Permanent Secretary has made the announcement of the 

Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of ICH 2003. Also the Director of 

Culture has elaborated further on the need to ratify other UNESCO Conventions for the cultural 

sector including the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural 

Expressions as well as the Underwater Cultural heritage Convention 2001. In addition the Deputy 

Director of Culture have elaborated on the framework for the implementation of the Intellectual 

Property Rights as well as the review of the Copy Right Act of Solomon Islands.  
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The Official Announcement: 

 

N0 Name Title Remarks 

1 Mr. Andrew Nihopara Permanent Secretary 

for the Ministry of 

Culture and Tourism 

Mr. Andrew Nihopara (PS/MCT) 

firstly thanked the media team for 

making their time available for the 

Press Conference. He then introduced 

the staff of the Culture Division who 

are present with him. Immediately 

after, he proceeded directly with the 

Announcement.  

Having deliberating on the 

Ratification, the Permanent Secretary 

has highlighted that the ratification is 

part of the fulfilment of the Solomon 

Island National Development Strategy 

(NDS)-2016-2035, Objective 5, MTS 

14: improve national unity and 

sustainability and promote our Cultural 

Heritage at all levels. He then, also 

highlighted the 2030 SDG Agenda, 

especially goal 11: Make cities and 

human settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable—and this too, 

only in terms of “strengthen efforts to 

protect and safeguard the world’s 

cultural and natural heritage,” and Goal 

4: Ensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all—in terms 

of the need to impart the “appreciation 

of cultural diversity and culture’s 

contribution to sustainable 

development”. The Permanent 

Secretary then concluded by 

mentioning the importance to work 

towards ratification of the 2001 UCH 

Convention and the 2005 DCE 

Convention. (See attachment for full 

Statement of the Announcement). 

2 Mr. Dennis Marita Director of Culture 

Division 

Contributing during the Press 

Conference, Director of Culture, Mr. 

Dennis Marita highlighted that the 

ratification of the UNESCO 

Convention for the safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003 
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marks a significant recognition of the 

Cultural sector by the Government of 

Solomon Islands. He further explained 

that the Government of Solomon 

Islands need to put strong emphasis 

behind the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism to support the Cultural sector, 

especially the creative industries. He 

then highlighted that the Cultural 

industries has potentials that can be 

contributed to the economic growth of 

Solomon Islands in terms of job 

creation and employment. Mr. Dennis, 

then also mentioned the connection 

between the Intangible Cultural 

Heritage and the need for protection of 

the Traditional Knowledge in terms of 

innovation and invention. In this 

regard, Mr. Dennis make mention of 

the importance of the Intellectual 

Property Right which currently 

Solomon Islands under the Ministry of 

Justice and Legal Affairs in 

collaboration with the Culture Division 

of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism 

are working closely to implement the 

IP-Strategy 2014. With this, he also 

highlighted that Solomon Islands will 

celebrate the IP-Day on the 26th of 

April which will coincide with the 

closing of the ICH Capacity building 

Workshop in Honiara.   

3 Mr. Andrew Houlia Deputy Director of the 

Culture Division 

Mr. Andrew Houlia, the Deputy 

Director of Culture Division during the 

Press Conference highlighted the 

current undertaking of the Culture 

Division to strengthen and enforcement 

of the Copy Right Act of Solomon 

Islands. He mentioned that Culture 

Division in collaboration with the 

Registrar General Office (RGO) under 

the Ministry of Justice and Legal 

Affairs are currently planning a 

nationwide consultation on the review 

of the Copy Rights Act. Mr. Houlia 

then further announced during the 
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Press Conference, the lending out of 

the Honiara Crafts Market Centre 

advertised for interested Cultural 

groups and Artists to place Expression 

of Interest (EOI) to rent the rooms for 

marketing of Cultural products. Along 

with that, he further highlighted that the 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism, 

Culture Division’s hosting of the 

National Panpipe Festival in July since 

its inauguration in 2017 as a biannual 

event.    

4 Mr. Steven Namosu 

Paukari 

Principal Culture 

Officer of Culture 

Division and 

responsible officer for 

ICH in Solomon 

Islands. 

During the Q&A session of the Press 

Conference, Mr. Steven explained to 

the media the safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage at the 

national level. He then further 

explained the relationship between 

ICH and the natural heritage. He also 

highlighted the importance of ICH 

safeguarding in the context of Solomon 

Islands as a diverse cultural society. 

Mr. Steven also highlighted the major 

domains of ICH and the values that 

vested therewith as the living heritage.   

 

 

 

 

Financial Report: 

 

Under the recurrent budget of the Culture Division, Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Culture 

Division has procured and expended SBD$2000.00 for the Press Conference refreshment 

including transport and logistics.   

 

Budget Expenditure Breakdown 

N0 Item Unit Cost Total Cost 

1 Sandwich  $5.00 x 50 piece $250.00 

2 Sausage  $ 23.00 x 6 pkt $138.00 

3 Milk Cake $15.00 x 25 piece $375.00 

4 Water $ 5.00 x 50 Bottle $ 250.00 

5 Soft Drinks $ 8.00 x 25  $ 200.00 

6 Taxi hire $150.00 x 2 $300.00 

7 Labour Cost $250.00 x 2 $500.00  

8 Total Expenditure $2000.00 
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Short Summary: 

 

The Press Conference was successfully held on the 22nd February 2019. The Official 

announcement of the Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of ICH 2003 

was also inclined with other public awareness of the responsibilities, duties, functions and the 

national undertakings by the Culture Division of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.  

In response to the information released through the mainstream media as well as on the Social 

Media especially Facebook, the wider public have commended the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism and the Government of Solomon Islands in general for the steps taking to be part of the 

international convention for the safeguarding of the invaluable resources under the cultural sector. 

 

Following the Press release, many community leaders, elders, youths, women, artists and cultural 

practitioners have shown expression of interest to participate in the upcoming ICH Capacity 

building Workshop scheduled for 22nd to 26th April. However, the Culture Division have closed 

the participation at pp 50, because of the budget constraint, and assured the public that continuous 

follow-up workshop trainings will be organised to include more people as much as possible as the 

States Parties commitment to the Convention at the national level.    
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Appendix 1: Photos of the Press Conference (Photos: Courtesy of Culture Division) 

 

Centre-left: Andrew Nihopara (PS/MCT) 

 
 

Media Attention: 

  
 

 

 
 

 

Refreshment after the Conference: 
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Appendix 2: Solomon Star Newspaper Article (News Release) 
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Appendix 3: Island Sun Newspaper Article (News Release) 

 

 

 


