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Introduction

The Press Conference was organized by the Culture Division of the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism purposely to officially announce the Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the
safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003. For the Press Conference, the mainstream
media was invited to cover the Press, which all have turned up including; Solomon Islands
Broadcasting Corporation (SIBC), Island Sun Newspaper, Solomon Star Newspaper and Local
Television (LTV). The UNESCO National Commission (SI) and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and External Trade including other stakeholders such as the Solomon Islands Artists Association
were also invited for the Press Conference. The Culture Division also engaged a caterer which
they have provided a light refreshment after the Press Conference.

The Press Conference then, was successfully held at the National Arts Gallery at 2:00 pm on the
22" of February 2019.

During the Press Conference, the Permanent Secretary has made the announcement of the
Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of ICH 2003. Also the Director of
Culture has elaborated further on the need to ratify other UNESCO Conventions for the cultural
sector including the 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural
Expressions as well as the Underwater Cultural heritage Convention 2001. In addition the Deputy
Director of Culture have elaborated on the framework for the implementation of the Intellectual
Property Rights as well as the review of the Copy Right Act of Solomon Islands.
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The Official Announcement:

NO | Name Title Remarks

1 Mr. Andrew Nihopara | Permanent Secretary | Mr. Andrew Nihopara (PS/MCT)
for the Ministry of | firstly thanked the media team for
Culture and Tourism | making their time available for the
Press Conference. He then introduced
the staff of the Culture Division who
are present with him. Immediately
after, he proceeded directly with the
Announcement.

Having deliberating on the
Ratification, the Permanent Secretary
has highlighted that the ratification is
part of the fulfilment of the Solomon
Island National Development Strategy
(NDS)-2016-2035, Objective 5, MTS
14: improve national unity and
sustainability and promote our Cultural
Heritage at all levels. He then, also
highlighted the 2030 SDG Agenda,
especially goal 11: Make cities and
human settlements inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable—and this too,
only in terms of “strengthen efforts to
protect and safeguard the world’s
cultural and natural heritage,” and Goal
4. Ensure inclusive and equitable
quality education and promote lifelong
learning opportunities for all—in terms
of the need to impart the “appreciation
of cultural diversity and culture’s
contribution to sustainable
development”. The Permanent
Secretary  then  concluded by
mentioning the importance to work
towards ratification of the 2001 UCH
Convention and the 2005 DCE
Convention. (See attachment for full
Statement of the Announcement).

2 Mr. Dennis Marita Director of Culture | Contributing  during the  Press
Division Conference, Director of Culture, Mr.
Dennis Marita highlighted that the
ratification ~ of the  UNESCO
Convention for the safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage 2003
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marks a significant recognition of the
Cultural sector by the Government of
Solomon Islands. He further explained
that the Government of Solomon
Islands need to put strong emphasis
behind the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism to support the Cultural sector,
especially the creative industries. He
then highlighted that the Cultural
industries has potentials that can be
contributed to the economic growth of
Solomon Islands in terms of job
creation and employment. Mr. Dennis,
then also mentioned the connection
between the Intangible Cultural
Heritage and the need for protection of
the Traditional Knowledge in terms of
innovation and invention. In this
regard, Mr. Dennis make mention of
the importance of the Intellectual
Property Right which currently
Solomon Islands under the Ministry of
Justice and Legal Affairs in
collaboration with the Culture Division
of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism
are working closely to implement the
IP-Strategy 2014. With this, he also
highlighted that Solomon Islands will
celebrate the IP-Day on the 26" of
April which will coincide with the
closing of the ICH Capacity building
Workshop in Honiara.

Mr. Andrew Houlia Deputy Director of the | Mr. Andrew Houlia, the Deputy
Culture Division Director of Culture Division during the
Press Conference highlighted the
current undertaking of the Culture
Division to strengthen and enforcement
of the Copy Right Act of Solomon
Islands. He mentioned that Culture
Division in collaboration with the
Registrar General Office (RGO) under
the Ministry of Justice and Legal
Affairs are currently planning a
nationwide consultation on the review
of the Copy Rights Act. Mr. Houlia
then further announced during the
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Press Conference, the lending out of
the Honiara Crafts Market Centre
advertised for interested Cultural
groups and Atrtists to place Expression
of Interest (EOI) to rent the rooms for
marketing of Cultural products. Along
with that, he further highlighted that the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
Culture Division’s hosting of the
National Panpipe Festival in July since
its inauguration in 2017 as a biannual

event.
4 Mr. Steven Namosu | Principal Culture | During the Q&A session of the Press
Paukari Officer of Culture | Conference, Mr. Steven explained to
Division and | the media the safeguarding of the

responsible officer for | Intangible Cultural Heritage at the
ICH in  Solomon | national level. He then further
Islands. explained the relationship between
ICH and the natural heritage. He also
highlighted the importance of ICH
safeguarding in the context of Solomon
Islands as a diverse cultural society.
Mr. Steven also highlighted the major
domains of ICH and the values that
vested therewith as the living heritage.

Financial Report:

Under the recurrent budget of the Culture Division, Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Culture
Division has procured and expended SBD$2000.00 for the Press Conference refreshment
including transport and logistics.

Budget Expenditure Breakdown

NO | Item Unit Cost Total Cost
1 | Sandwich $5.00 x 50 piece $250.00

2 | Sausage $ 23.00 x 6 pkt $138.00

3 | Milk Cake $15.00 x 25 piece | $375.00

4 | Water $5.00 x 50 Bottle | $ 250.00
5 Soft Drinks $8.00x 25 $200.00
6 | Taxi hire $150.00 x 2 $300.00

7 Labour Cost $250.00 x 2 $500.00

8 | Total Expenditure $2000.00
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Short Summary:

The Press Conference was successfully held on the 22" February 2019. The Official
announcement of the Ratification of the UNESCO Convention for the safeguarding of ICH 2003
was also inclined with other public awareness of the responsibilities, duties, functions and the
national undertakings by the Culture Division of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism,

In response to the information released through the mainstream media as well as on the Social
Media especially Facebook, the wider public have commended the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and the Government of Solomon Islands in general for the steps taking to be part of the
international convention for the safeguarding of the invaluable resources under the cultural sector.

Following the Press release, many community leaders, elders, youths, women, artists and cultural
practitioners have shown expression of interest to participate in the upcoming ICH Capacity
building Workshop scheduled for 22" to 26" April. However, the Culture Division have closed
the participation at pp 50, because of the budget constraint, and assured the public that continuous
follow-up workshop trainings will be organised to include more people as much as possible as the
States Parties commitment to the Convention at the national level.
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Appendix 1: Photos of the Press Conference (Photos: Courtesy of Culture Division)

Centre-left: An Nihopara

drew

(PS/MCT)
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| Report Compiled by: Culture Division/Ministry of Culture & Tourism: Solomon Islands ©2019



Appendix 2: Solomon Star Newspaper Article (News Release)

3] ratifies ICH convention

LOMON Islands be-
me a State Party to
3 UNESCO Conven-
m for the Safeguard-
¢ of Intangible Cul-
ral Heritage (ICH)
183 after the signing of
2 Instrument of Rati-
ation on 6th March
8 by the Minister for
reign Affairs and Ex-
‘mal Trade, Milner To-
a.

fhe ratification has
de Solomon Islands to
rome the 178th State
rty to Convention.
following the 5th
2reh signing, the instru-
mnt was officially depos-
d on the 11th May 2018
1 in accordance with
ticle 34 of the Conven-
n, Solomon Islands has
sered into force on Au-
st 11th - three months
er the deposit of the
itrument.

n the Pacific region,
lomon Islands was
> latest to ratify the
[BESCO Conyention for
» Safeguarding of the
angible Cultural Heri-
re 2003, joining other
cific Island States in-
iding; Kiribati, Tuvalu,
ok Islands, Republic of
wshall Islands (RMI),
moa, Nauru, Feder-
:d States of Micronesia
SM), Palau, Vanuatu,
nga, Fiji and Papua
w Guinea (PNG).

Fhe successful Ratifi-
sAion of the Convention
zame possible after the
proval by the Govern-
mt in May 2010 and a
‘ther Cabinet approval

Che Solomon Islands
vernment  announced
intention to ratify
ree UNESCO Conven-
ms (2001, 2003, and 2005)
together on the oc-
sion of the visit of Ms
na Bokova, the then Di-
stor-General of UNES-
rin May 2010.
At the request of the
thorities of Solomon
ands and as a follow up
the Director-General’s
fit, a Workshop on the
1tural Strategy of Sol-
1on Islands was held in
miara from 18th -2ist
tober 2010. X
Fhe Workshop was or-
nized by the Ministry
Culture and Tourism in

Permanent Secretal
Ratification of the UNE
Friday

cooperation with the Solo-
mon Islands National Com-
mission for UNESCO.

The Workshop puts em-
phasis on three important
areas of the culture sector,
namely, Intangible Cultur-
al Heritage (ICH), Diversi-
ty of Cultural Expressions
(DCE) and Underwater
Cultural Heritage (UCH).
It was funded under the
UNESCO/Japanese Funds-
in-Trust as well as UNES-
CO’s Regular Programme
to cover the component of
DEC and UCH

The fact that Solomon

.Ialanda has just ratified the

UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage
2003, it is also crucial that
Solomon Islands opted to
ratify the other two UNES-
CO Conventions which are:
Underwater Cultural Heri-

2001 and D ty of

N

-

As required, States Par-
ties to the ICH Convention
assume certain responsi-
bilities for the implemen-
tation of the ICH Conven-
tion at country level such
as the establishment of ICH
inventories with commu-
nity participation, the sub-
mission of a periodic report
to UNESCO every six years,
the financial contribution
to the ICH Fund, etc.

To implement the ICH
Convention in an effective
and efficient manner at
country level, it is neces-
sary for the Solomon Is-
lands to strengthen a ca-
pacity of stakeholders and
develop national systems

for the ICH Safeguarding
for sustainable develop-
ment.

These stakeholders in-
clude Government officials,
ICH holders and prm-

tage
Cultural Expressions 2005

Solomon Star, Wednesday 27 Fe;a,ruaryl 2019
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ty
eors, NGOs, Women n.nd tho

Youth.

In this regard, the Min-
istry of Culture and Tour-
ism (Culture Division) is
organizing a Five-days Ca-
pacity Building Workshop
on the implementation of
the Safeguarding of the In-
tangible Cultural Heritage
in Honiara starting from
April 22 to 26 with UNESCO
assistance.

This will be the first
training workshop for 50
participants from Govern-
ment Ministries, Provin-
cial culture offices, Tradi-
tional leaders, NGOs, Local
Communities, Artist Orga-
nizations, Women groups
and youth groups that have
been identified to partici-
pate in this ICH Capacity
building Workshop.

The workshop
be based on UNESCO’s
standard programme de-
veloped wunder the ICH

will

10

of MCT, Andrew Nlhopara (cenmr-Leﬁ) ‘with Oﬂlcore lrom the Culture Division announcing the
SCO C | Heritage at the National Art Gallery last

Global Capacity Building
Programme. It will be fo
cused on the implementa
tion of the ICH Conventior
at country level, including
the development of ICH in
ventory which is one of the
obligations of a state party
to the ICH Convention.

The programme will con
sist of lectures and hands
on practice for communi
ty-based ICH inventorying
(CBI) of selected ICH ele
ments (such as traditiona
performing arts, tradi
tional fishing methods
handicrafts making, etc.)
CBI involves the process i1
obtaining free, prior, an¢
informed consent of com
munity and ICH practitio
ners, photo taking, vide
shooting, interviewing, anc
report making.

The workshop will be fa
cilitated by a UNESCO ac
credived ICH trainer



11

Appendix 3: Island Sun Newspaper Article (News Release)

theislandsun.com.sh The'Island Sun Wednesday 27 February 2019 18

s X« LOCAL NEWS

: b i B3 =: 3 A
(Left to right) Principal Culture Officer, Steven Namosu Paukari, of Culture, Dennis Marita and Deputy Director of Culture, Andrew Hou!

Sls becomes 178th state party to UNESCO

” BN 1 MSAAn

BY LORETTA  BRIGIDIA Toursm (MCT), Andrew to UNESCO's headquarters Solomon Islands strengthen the  unity, peace and promoting  communities,
MANELE

Nihopar in Paris, France and officially capacity of stakeholders and  cultural heritage.

2 A for SGD 16, e said having

t Gallery building. deposited on May 11, 2018  develops national systems. i Bpegreaiteols
SOLOMON._ Islands. has .t Gallery building sufeptited o May AL, 201G develr Y “That's basically i terms  protection ofour ICH in gencral
become the 178th state party He explained that this is 3500 force three months later These stakeholders include  of provisions that we have at  helps develop the tolerance we
to the ) (uu\(lnmn following the signing of the a1, 2018, government  officials, ICH  national level embedded in a  haye between each other,

g of the instrumental ratification on holders  and  practitioners,  framework for the protection, < 3
8 by then  He said state parties to the community leaders, NGOs, preservation and promotion of ~ The Permanent Secretary for

airs  ICH convention are required (o artist gronps, wor d youth  our cultural heritage and in this  Culture and Tourism furthered

and Extern assume certain responsibilities groups in the country,” he'said.  particula *H assets that  thatour countryis highly diverse

The formal announcement \gy Cop for the implementation of the o we have,” said Nihopari. but with this framework in
-was made to_the mvdn by » ICH convention at country = F: place it will help us embrace our

for the Safeguar

Intangible (uuu |I Hmmw March 5 in

(ICH) 2003. Minjster for For
T

A went on to say that

Pansnent for  Nihopara added that the o the ratification of Intangible  He added that in the diversity and tolerate each other
the Ministry of ulmn and signed  instrument was  sent Culo' o Heritage  (ICH) _ global  development agenday ot only on a cultural front but
' s involves the establishment. s nt i addressing -t s relates “to - Sustainable G 1

of ICH inventory with obj of our nationa] Development Goals (SDGs) 50 With civil organizations and

faith based organizations in the
country.

community part ation and  devel. ment strategy, 11 and 16 of which SDG 11
the submission of a_periodic mlrm rly the Medium Term  prometes sustainable cities and
report  to UNESCO  every and that of the global ~ communities and SDG 16,  Present at the press conference
ars on the progress and dn »pment agenda, states peace, justice uld strong  with the permanent secretary
Im::|; ’\;.L lnr:r‘.l?(l:;:;.;)::] A from B o jced (hat at national institutions. were Principal Culture Officer
g it oSS o atification relates  Nihopara mentioned that in . {rom: €ulture Division, Steven
Nihopara stressed that to bjective number five of  Solomon Islands, communities  Namosu  Paukari, — Director
implement the ICH convention.  the .{'.ll\lm-l] Development  are embedded based on cultural - of Culture from  the Culture
in an effective and efficient  Strategy (NDS), particularly —connections and  preserving  Division, Dennis Marita and
manner and have it sustainably.  the Medium Term Strategy that  cultural heritage  will help his Deputy Director, Andrew
developed, it is necessary that involves improving national  sustain better living among our  Houlia.

MCT to unaertake nationwide
consultation awareness on copyright

BY  LORETTA  BRIGIDIA | Dq)ur\ Dircctor  for the out information about how  Heexpressed that as mandated

MANELE ministry’s Gulture  Division,  copyright protects people and by the government, respective .
THE . Mir e/ Cal Andrew Houlia has stated that  their products. divisions from the Ministry of
o et Wl ke S o R o ioel g VO b TSRERIE O
5 TR 2 I T\ (k" '('{ muzic f the right information about  Ministry of Justice and Legal
a  nationwide consultation  people lack understanding of ]“,W Lupvnghl will protect them  Affairs~ are heavily involved
awareness on the copyright what copyright is. 1,, how they wluggpmm(cd in building up the intellectual
system in Solomon Islands this  He added that through this by their’ own products,” said  property as well as copyright of
Permanent Secretary for Ministry of Culture and Toursim, Andrew Nihopara.  year. platform, they will" be giving )-?nulm Solomon Islands.

MCT to host 5-day intangible cultural heritage workshop in April

BY LORETTA  BRIGIDIA Nihopara during their press under the ICH global capacity = convention. ICH Inventory (CBI) hesaidthis  ministries, provincial “eulture
MANELE conference on February22atthe  building  programme  and Nihopara tld wridia ':x}:r\‘:‘x‘]\m(lu process of obtaining -~ offices;  traditional  leaders,

4 Art Gallery building where he ~carried out i partership o0 S . . prior and confirmed NGOy, localcommunities,

MINISTRY of Culture and" formally: anriounced Solomon' with UNESCO reglonal office | opicocniatives | that . the - coneent” of communities and iyl anis - conmiontions

i S gramme  will - consist of artists, artist  organizations,

[|9t{r3~m§ (MCT)  Culture  Jgjands ‘as the 178th state party  resource people. P o s practices  1CH practitioriers. Wy groups and. youth

Division is organisiug a five day (o UNESCO Convention orthe py.. pocus of the workshop js | for. community based ICH “It would also include photo  groups A

capacity  building " workshop  Safeguarding of the Intangible said o beon the mplementation  inventory (CBD and partcularly taking, videos, interviews and b

nl;_ the rgglplf'vr_!;‘n}lnll[m;Iﬂ‘ the Cultural Heritage (ICH) 2003. of the ICH convention at selected TGH elements such as  report making

;?‘:‘g‘\l»s) yilln§20:u§'6 51(\) 19om.xr.\ Speaking of the  workshop, country level ding the lrudgquna} performing l‘u'tl», that we ha :||ul in p.cri{:cmlup wu‘h
F s he said it will be based development of ICH inventory, ;f_ﬂd“.m'}". ,"-IZ'“"S (heoc™  This training workshop is set technical officers from MCT's

_This was stated by the MCT' on  UNESCO's  standard  which is one of the obligation \.:mhrmll maxing N ot ... — torbear first for 50 participants~ culture division with UNESCO

of ICH assets
" said Nihopara,

he workshop  will  be
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